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headley, andrew

From: 
Sent: Tuesday, October 31, 2023 2:31 PM
To: smith, catherine 
Cc: velayutham, prem 
Subject: Medway Local Plan Regulation 18 consultation

Dear Catherine,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Medway Local Plan Regulation 18 consultation.  We congratulate
you on the quality of the consultation document that is impressively succinct and provides the information and
proposals that are needed to demonstrate a clear and specific vision for the area and overall direction of travel for
the local plan.

Given the high level nature of the consultation document, our comments are similarly high-level. We already have a
good track record of meeting under the ‘Duty to Cooperate’ responsibility and look forward to continuing to work
collaboratively on cross-boundary issues.  We have already shared data to support the production of local plan
evidence and are currently joint working on emerging evidence where appropriate.

A key priority for Swale Council relates to air quality issues along the A2 corridor. Given the pressure for
development at Newington and Rainham, we would like to continue to work collaboratively with you, with a
continued focus on addressing these issues. Our own Air Quality Action Plan includes an action to create a
transboundary agreement with Medway Council and subsequent mechanism to deal with the cumulative impacts of
development in the area on air quality. Our early thoughts are that the emerging local plans could include a policy
hook for a joint approach and scheme of mitigating the impacts of development on air quality in this specific area
but we will of course continue to discuss this at our DtC meetings.
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Kind regards,

Swale Borough Council
Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, ME10 3HT   

   Web: www.swale.gov.uk

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity
they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify postmaster@swale.gov.uk
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