Draft Resident Representation
Save Hoo’s Oak Trees (TPA/24/0427 and TPA/24/0717)

You can submit your representation to the Local Planning Authority (Medway Council) using the online portal, by email or by post/hand delivery.  


You can visit the online portal using the links below:

TPA/24/0427 - https://publicaccess1.medway.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=S9IE2NKNN2K00

TPA/24/0717 - https://publicaccess1.medway.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=makeComment&keyVal=SBMJLAKNFV700


Email your representation to:  planning.representations@medway.gov.uk
State in the subject line:  TPA240717 and TPA240427
Include your name and address at the end.


Post/hand deliver your representation to:

Re:  TPA240717 and TPA240427
Local Planning Authority
Medway Council
Gun Wharf
Dock Road
Chatham
Kent
ME4 4TR

Include your name and address at the end.  


























Draft representation text on page two.
Dear Local Planning Authority,

This is a representation for tree preservation order applications TPA/24/0427 (Rear of 127 Knight’s Road, Hoo, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9BU) and TPA/24/0717 (Rear of 3 Aveling Close, Hoo, Rochester, Kent, ME3 9BZ) - the felling of eight protected English Oak (Quercus robur) trees.  

I OBJECT to both applications.  

The English Oak (Quercus robur) trees in question were granted Tree Preservation Order status by the Local Planning Authority because it was expedient in the interests of amenity to make provision for the preservation of trees or woodlands in the area.  

The removal of these trees would have a significant negative impact on the local environment and their enjoyment by the public.  The ruling majesty of the woods, the wise old English Oak holds a special place in our culture, history, and hearts.   

The trees are of significant size and age, being at least 162 years old and recorded on an Ordnance Survey map dated 1862.  The trees are clearly visible within the immediate location from the public highway - Aveling Close and Knight’s Road - and soften the streetscape of this residential part of Hoo.  

The trees are a significant feature on the landscape and can be viewed from Ratcliffe Highway in Hoo, along with the Grade One Listed St. Werburgh Church.  The trees can be seen from other parts of Hoo and even from the other side of the River Medway, such as The Strand in Gillingham.  

The trees have significant cultural and historic value.  The distinguished maritime artist William Lionel Wyllie painted a local scene looking towards the River Medway in the 1880/90s called “Foxhounds in the Hundred of Hoo”.  This scene featured St. Werburgh Church and the historic landscape of Hoo with many English Oak trees present.  

These applications are also devastating for local wildlife.  The English Oak supports more life than any other native tree species in the UK; even its fallen leaves support biodiversity.  

The Woodland Trust states:  “The contribution of Oak trees to landscapes, biodiversity, culture and economy is enormous.  Renowned in history and legend, Oak trees symbolise royalty, patriotism and strength.  But perhaps their greatest feat is nurturing wildlife.  They are a haven for a colossal 2,300 wildlife species, providing vital spaces to eat, shelter and breed."

Continued protection of these trees will bring enormous benefit to present and future wildlife and communities.  Medway Council declared a climate emergency in April 2019 and passed a motion committing to reduce its carbon footprint and provide the local community with a clean, green future.  

The felling of these trees would fly in the face of this Climate Emergency declaration, the promises made to the community and would be the single biggest loss of this important species locally in recent times.  

This is completely unjustified and it’s important to highlight that the two applications (by the two insurance companies) are properties who have undertaken rear extensions in recent years - with reported subsidence only affecting the extensions themselves.  The row of protected English Oak trees behind Aveling Close and Knight’s road are not affecting any other properties with original footprints - when the properties were first built in the 1960s.  

Any potential compensation claim clearly does not outweigh the significant environmental and amenity harm of felling eight mature English Oak trees.  

Kind regards,

FIRSTNAME SURNAME

ADDRESS
