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Dear Team

Thank you for consulting the Port of London Authority (PLA) on the above-mentioned regulation 18 consultation for
the Medway Local Plan 2040.  For information, the PLA is the Statutory Harbour Authority for the Tidal Thames,
which in the Medway context covers the area from Cliffe pools to Yantlett Creek within the Thames Estuary. Peel
Ports are the harbour authority for the River Medway itself and parts of the Thames Estuary, including at Grain and
Sheerness. The PLA’s statutory functions include responsibility for conservancy, dredging, maintaining the public
navigation and controlling vessel movement’s within its jurisdiction and its consent is required for the carrying out
of all works and dredging within its area. The PLA’s functions also include for the promotion of the use of the River
Thames as an important strategic transport corridor. In addition the PLA also operates a radar navigational tower at
Allhallows, which forms is part of a network of 15 radars overseeing the River and estuary which helps to provide a
full picture of all shipping movements to and from the river and the outer estuary.   I have now had the opportunity
to review consultation documents and have the following comments to make.

Within the Local Plan, there must continue to be support for the safeguarding of wharfage within the borough,
particularly the facility at Cliffe, which is within the PLA’s navigational jurisdiction, as reflected in the previous
Medway Draft Development Strategy (2018).  Related to this, under the Rural Development sites document, it is
noted that there is identified site located in close proximity to the existing wharf operations at Cliffe. To confirm any
future proposed development at this site must give close consideration to the Agent of Change principle included in
paragraph 187 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2021) which states that existing businesses and
facilities should not have unreasonable restrictions placed on them as a result of development permitted after they
were established, and where the operation of an existing business or facility could have a significant adverse effect
on new development in its vicinity, the applicant should to provide suitable mitigation to address these matters.
This must be referenced within the Local Plan.

The PLA in principle support the references to the proposals for continuous riverside paths that can provide
attractive and healthy connections, and act as a draw for visitors and residents. As part of this with regard to any
development proposals alongside riverside areas, the Local Plan must include reference to the vital need to provide
riparian life saving equipment (such as grab chains, access ladders and life buoys) along the riverside, to a standard
as recommended by the PLA’s ‘A Safer Riverside’ guidance for development on and alongside the Tidal Thames
(http://pla.co.uk/Safety/Water-Safety/Water-Safety ). This would be relevant for all parts of Medway’s’ waterways
not just the Tidal Thames.  The PLA also considers that there is need for suicide prevention measures in appropriate
locations (such as CCTV and signage with information to access support) to be provided as part of new development
along the riverside. This would be in line with the Tidal Thames Water Safety Forum (which includes the PLA, RNLI
and emergency services.) Drowning Prevention Strategy (2019). It is considered that reference to this essential
infrastructure must be included within the policy wording as part of Local Plan.
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Elsewhere within the Regulation 18 ‘setting the Direction for Medway 2040’ document, the PLA in principle supports
the reference to new opportunities for river transport and would be open to take part in any discussions with regard
to this on any proposals within the PLA’s area of navigational jurisdiction.

I hope these comments are of assistance.

Regards

Michael

Michael Atkins
Senior Planning Officer

Port of London Authority

Follow us at @LondonPortAuth
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