
 

 

Local Access Forum - Reg 18 Consultation October 2023 

Comments in relation to Medway Council Local Plan 2025 -2040 

Introduction 
1.0 The LAF acknowledges that the position of the local planning authority has returned to the Reg 

18, call for sites stage of the LP process to reset the dialogue with the public, provide an 

opportunity to new or historic landowners to promote land across Medway and for the public to 

provide initial comments on the proposals.  

2.0 Previous comments were supplied by the LAF group back in 2018 which have been attached. 

Context  
3.0 The context of the Reg 18 consultation highlights the importance of the greenspaces (2.2) and 

how the population of Medway become less reliance on private owned vehicles and move 

around using non-motorised vehicles (2.6). This validates the importance of all types of public 

rights of way to provide connectivity through new and existing neighbourhoods.  

4.0 Capitalising on the transport networks and links to London to boost the local economy is 

welcomed, however the documents do not seem to give sufficient weight to the advantages of 

tourism to Medway's economy and Rochester in particular. Attracting tourists boosts the local 

economy and provides jobs. There is barely any mention of issues around tourism in the 

consultation document and nothing seen about the advantages to the local economy. It is sensed 

that tourists are already bypassing Medway with, for example, reduced facilities for coach 

parking.  

5.0 The loss of HIF again is acknowledge meaning some identified opportunities will not be coming 

forward but considered in the new plan.  

6.0 The LAF group are keen to see any opportunity for improved or upgraded public rights of way 

considered and delivered if the appropriate funding can be secured.  

The Vision 
7.0 The Vision says all the right things, but how achievable are they? Riverside walks, often linear 

routes, starting and ending in different places. This is great if you have a destination to get to, 

however circular walks that links the river and heritage sites should be promoted, with relevant 

information available. Medway’s farms that produce quality food and drink may have been lost 

to hosing needs by this time.  

Strategic Objectives  

8.0 There is lack of mention around creating new Public Rights of Way. Walking and cycling is nearly 

always considered as part of active travel however the higher rights of PROWs are nearly never 

mentioned, equestrians have been poorly served to date.  If byways and restricted byways are 

provided then horse riders, horse drivers, cyclist, and pedestrians will have the ability to reach 

destinations, including services, school, and employment, away from the highways.  These 

should be considered with any land parcel coming forward as they require a minimum of a 3m 

width. 

 

9.0 7% of the population of South East England riding or driving horses; using Medway’s population 

figures, this means that with the increase in housing and people and that will be increasing at a 

huge rate with all the developments in Medway will want to ride or drive horses. There is a huge 



 

 

need for equestrian facilities in Medway, for the current and future population of Medway. 

  

10.0 A range of evidence indicates the vast majority (90% plus) of horse riders are female and 

more than a third (37%) of the female riders of respondents were above 45 years of age. Horse 

riding is especially well placed to play a valuable role in initiatives to encourage increased 

physical activity amongst women of all ages. This needs to be considered as part of the healthy 

lives and communities.  

 

 

 

Developing a Spatial Strategy  

 

11.0 As the spatial strategy is high level and comprehensive evidence is needed to inform the new 

plan, the LAF group will await this information before being able to supply specific feedback and 

opportunities. However, every chance should be made to protect any green belt corridors from 

housing and industry.  

12.0 Planners should ensure that space is allocated within developments for Riding Schools and 

Livery Yards (where private individual people ls keep their horses), to encourage people of all 

ages and abilities into this very healthy sport, contributing to both physical and mental, and also 

puts millions into the local rural economy. 

Conclusion 
13.0 The consultation for Reg 18 2023 is such a high level, until more detailed work is carried out 

and sites formally allocated all we can do is reiterate the importance of not only foot and cycle 

paths but creating all types of public rights of way to more extensive, coherent network of off-

road paths to all users. To ensure there is connectivity and routes that lead to popular 

destinations, which are more attractive than using a motor vehicle while establishing wildlife 

corridors and protecting any green belt corridors from housing and industry.  

 

14.0 Kent boasts of an extensive Public Rights of Way (PRoW) network, with the greatest county 

mileage in the country. The Medway rights of way network was inherited from KCC when the 

Unitary Authority came into being, and the proportion of footpaths to routes with higher status 

are similar across both authorities, although the Medway statistics show even less routes 

available to horse riders, carriage drivers and cyclists than in the KCC area. 

 

15.0 PROWs are undergoing a review to restore the record. This could affect land parcels which 

are currently clear of any known and recorded PROWs. The cut off date for the works is currently 

1st January 2026 however could be extended for a further 5 years. If all unrecorded prows, 

including those in the excluded area are registered before the cutoff date this would contribute 

to creating connections and have the protection as recorded PROW’s. 

 

16.0 The engagement with school to encourage all schools to link up with local environmentalists, 

to take students around our countryside. It is so important that our youths are in a position to 

appreciate and support protection of our fabulous assets. This can be a continuation of any 

forest school activity. 

 



 

 

17.0  Lastly, reward and encourage those farmers who are actively maintaining access through 

their land, via good signage and regular reinstatement of ploughed fields and infilling of rutted 

paths. 

We would like to thank you for your consideration, and I hope that you will take note of the many 
points raised in our letter.  
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