
PUBLIC STATEMENT ON THE HOO PENINSULA’S PROTECTED 
WILDLIFE SITES AND PRODUCTIVE FARMLAND - JUNE 2025 

 

This month Medway Council will publish a draft development blueprint known as a Local Plan.  
The plan is expected to allocate sites across the Medway Towns and Hoo Peninsula for 
thousands of new houses.  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) contains policies 
designed to safeguard habitats and the best and most versatile agricultural land present on the 
Hoo Peninsula.  The Save The Hoo Peninsula Campaign Team will be looking at the plan, when 
published, to see if Council has applied these polices correctly.  There are a number of 
safeguards the plan should include, such as:   
 

A minimum 400m development exclusion zone around the boundary of 
nationally/internationally protected habitat sites on the Hoo Peninsula, 
including:  Wetlands of International Importance (RAMSARs), Special 
Protection Areas (SPAs), Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and 
National Nature Reserves (NNRs).  The Lodge Hill National Nightingale Bird 
Sanctuary (SSSI) is of particular national importance and must be protected.   
Complying with paragraphs 33, 36, 187, 188, 192, 193, 194 and 195 of the NPPF.   
 

The protection of all farmland classed as Grade 1:  Excellent Quality 
Agricultural Land (Agricultural Land Classification).  This is the Best and 
Most Versatile farmland for producing a wide range of crops, and the Hoo 
Peninsula is predominantly made up of Grade 1.  Areas of poorer quality 
land should be preferred for development to those of a higher quality.   
Complying with paragraphs 33, 36, 88, 89, 187, 188 and Note 65 of the NPPF. 
 

The designation of a significant amount of new land for wildlife, including 
protected species on the Hoo Peninsula.  This is to mitigate:  wildlife 
displacement from sea level rises and marshland shrinkage, recreational 
and noise disturbance, as well as animal predation.  Land should also be 
designated to mitigate increases in flooding and for the greater need to 
irrigate crops on agricultural land.   
Complying with paragraphs 33, 36, 161, 162, 163, 164, 170, 171, 172, 183, 184, 185 and 186 of the NPPF. 
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