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Trust

Dear Madam/Sir,

RE: Regulation 18 Consultation on the Draft Medway Local Plan 2022-2040

Kent Wildlife Trust (KWT) welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft Medway Local Plan
2022-2045. We have reviewed the documents online and have provided comments and
recommendations below. To allow us to complete a comprehensive response to your consultation,
please accept our comments in letter format.

It is noted that the current consultation does not detail policies or identify the sites preferred by the
Council for new development. KWT welcome the opportunity to comment on these more detailed
aspects of the draft Local Plan in the future. The consultation document does however discuss sites
identified within the Land Availability Assessment (LAA) which has been published alongside the draft
Local Plan consultation document. As the LAA has been introduced as part of the draft Local Plan
consultation KWT has taken the opportunity to provide high level comments in this response letter on
a selection of those sites.

Vison for Medway in 2040

It is noted that as part of the vision for Medway in 2040 the Council are aspiring to be responding and
adapting to climate change. It is also noted that Medway aspire to have transitioned to a low caron
economy with a clear path mapped out to reaching net zero. These aspirations are encouraging but it
is considered that the vision should be stronger with Medway committing to becoming carbon neutral
within the lifetime of the plan or earlier. Such a commitment would be in line with other Council’s in
Kent. Medway Council have declared a climate emergency and while this is mentioned under the
strategic objectives no reference has been made within the vision for Medway or how that declaration
will be driving the draft Local Plan policies. To tackle the climate emergency and align with the
Government’s 2050 net zero target, we urge Medway Council to work with more ambition in
becoming carbon neutral with the future draft Local Plan containing clear policies and principles that
seek to reduce emissions and increase carbon sequestration.

The vision should include reference to nature-based solutions as a primary means of tackling the
climate emergency. As well as enhancing climate resilience nature-based solutions can help address
societal challenges, providing benefits for both human well-being and biodiversity.

The reference to a resilient green infrastructure network is welcomed however it is suggested that a
resilient blue infrastructure network is also incorporated into the vision and that reference is made to
the Medway Valley and the Medway and Thames estuaries as being valued landscapes which support
a richness of biodiversity.

We urge the Council to also focus on green and blue infrastructure to deliver a wide range of
ecosystem services, such as air quality, climate mitigation, soil erosion and carbon and nutrient cycling.
The vision of delivering necessary infrastructure to provide a good quality of life for residents should
also aim to improve environmental conditions to benefit both nature and people. An effective network
of multi-functional green and blue infrastructure is key to promoting active travel, creating accessible
vibrant towns, and tackling the nature and climate crisis.
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The vision of Medway being a healthy place to live and work with inclusive access to the outdoors and
to places where residents can grow their own food is welcome. Daily connection with nature is
correlated to better health and wellbeing, reducing stress, improved concentration, and reductions in
obesity. The provision of high-quality green infrastructure and easy, everyday access to nature should
be at the heart of creating healthy communities.

KWT consider that reference to the working and safeguarding of mineral resources should be
expanded to be clear that this will not be at the expense of the natural environment and that sites
from which materials have been worked will be restored to benefit biodiversity and the green and
blue infrastructure network.

Strategic Objectives
Prepared for a sustainable and green future:

The objective of ensuring Medway is prepared for a sustainable and green future is encouraging as
are the aims to transition to zero carbon, reduce flooding and promote nature-based solutions. KWT
urge the Council to set an ambitions target to achieve net zero during the life of the plan through,
among other methods, carbon reduction targets and the offsetting of residual carbon emissions
through habitat creation.

Tackling the climate emergency needs to be done in tandem with tackling the biodiversity crisis. These
issues need to be a priority in the draft Local Plan, with a push to implement holistic and natural
solutions which simultaneously deliver sustainable developments, flood risk reduction, human well-
being, and biodiversity benefits. Future policies to help achieve this objection should require new
development to be designed to achieve net zero construction and operational carbon emissions.

To support the objective, it is proposed to strengthen and develop transport networks for sustainable
travel. An effective network of multi-functional green infrastructure is key to promoting active travel,
creating accessible vibrant towns, and tackling the nature and climate crisis. Future policies to
promote this objection should place greater emphasis on active and public transport, with the aim of
reducing private vehicle usage to reduce emissions. A greater focus on increasing access to nature as
part of the sustainable travel options would benefit this strategic objective and there are a multitude
of health and wellbeing benefits of daily contact with nature which are discussed under a separate
objective below.

The aim to secure a robust green and blue infrastructure network and provide resilience for nature
through better connectivity and conditions is welcome. This should involve the creation of a coherent
ecological network which promotes the enhancement and connectivity of habitats. Strategic planning
of Local Nature Recovery Strategies will be fundamental to informing development and biodiversity
net gain delivery and thus should underpin this objective.

Alongside the aim to provide for the supply of minerals should be the commitment to promote other
sustainable options so that destructive quarrying and mineral extraction is avoided, and the circular
economy encouraged. KWT suggest that policies in the draft Local Plan require sites exploited for the
mineral resources to be restored and regenerated to benefit biodiversity and the green and blue
infrastructure network.

KWT is currently working as part of the Kent Nature Partnership (KNP). The KNP is developing a
countywide strategic approach to Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) and Local Nature Recovery Strategies,
in anticipation of the requirements of the Environment Bill. As part of these strategies, we are



promoting a countywide commitment to delivering 20% measurable biodiversity net gain and
commitments that any offsite biodiversity net gain is delivered strategically in order to meet the
priorities and targets of existing and future landscape scale biodiversity strategies. In aligning with
these principles, a BNG policy should:

1. Specify a minimum percentage, preferably 20%, but a minimum of 10% in accordance with
future legislation.

2. Provide detail on how this percentage should be measured, using the most up to date version
of the Defra Biodiversity Metric.

3. Specify how developers should present their calculations and details of how on and offsite
compensation and net gain will be delivered.

4. Require that on and offsite net gain should be delivered at locations that meet strategic
landscape scale priorities, including specific reference to future Local Nature Recovery
Strategies.

5. Specify that BNG provision should follow the mitigation hierarchy, providing offsite
compensation where avoidance, mitigation and onsite compensation are not feasible or
ecologically meaningful.

6. Specify that offsite BNG should be provided if it cannot be meaningfully provided onsite in a
way that contributes to meeting local landscape scale biodiversity priorities.

7. Commit to providing, managing, and monitoring net gains for biodiversity for a period of 30
years.

The inclusion of a policy requiring 20% net gain would be consistent with the approach being taken by
other Local Authorities currently undertaking Local Plan reviews in Kent and indeed with Districts
across England. We would be happy to enter into further discussions with Medway Council to support
the development of the Biodiversity Net Gain policy.

Supporting people to lead healthy lives and strengthening our communities:

KWT support the aim to reduce inequalities in health and deliver better outcomes for residents, by
promoting opportunities for increasing physical activity and mental wellbeing, through green
infrastructure and public realm design.

A recent report! shows that nature-based health and wellbeing programmes could save hundreds of
millions of pounds each year and reduce society’s reliance on the NHS. The report has found that
‘green prescribing’ as an evidence-based pillar of social prescribing harnesses the health, well-being,
and social benefits of spending time in nature. It enables GPs and other health care practitioners to
refer people to nature-based programs to improve physical and mental health. On this basis,
conservation, and promotion of access to nature should be a core objective that informs policies
within the draft Local Plan. We also recommend that the Council explore social prescribing of nature-
based interventions with healthcare providers.

A lack of high-quality nature limits the benefits for residents in terms of wellbeing, particularly in urban
areas where biodiversity loss is more apparent. Studies have shown that plant and bird species
richness and habitat diversity are all related to improved wellbeing and lower levels of depression,
anxiety, and stress. Therefore, Medway Council should set ambitious targets to halt the decline of
species and habitats through the life of the Local Plan. The draft Local Plan should prioritise
biodiversity richness in existing urban areas as well as in new developments, to bring the wellbeing
benefits of nature to all communities.

1 A Natural Health Service — Improving lives and saving money



https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2023-07/23JUN_Health_Report_Summary_FINAL.pdf

Securing jobs and developing skills for a competitive economy:

To meet the objective of securing jobs and developing skills for a competitive economy it is proposed
to support local businesses to grow through the provision of good quality employment land. The
allocation and provision of employment land should not be at the expense of the natural environment.
Any allocations for employment use should avoid sensitive locations such as designated and non-
designated nature conservation sites. Where employment sites will adjoin sites which are of
biodiversity value then large, graded buffer zones should be provided. Policies within the draft Local
Plan should require future employment sites, and the redevelopment of existing employment sites,
to prioritise biodiversity. In the interests of the health and wellbeing of those who will work at these
employment sites it is also recommended that access to an outside green space is provided for
employees to take their breaks.

The aim to support growth in green tourism should be coupled with the support of conservation
businesses / charities and ‘green’ industries in Medway. A draft Local Plan which supports this
objective, and its aim of growing green tourism, must also provide greater protection to the natural
environment, including sites which support habitats and species, otherwise it will not be possible for
green tourism businesses to become established.

Boost pride in Medway through quality and resilient development:

It is encouraging to see that a key aim in achieving the above objective is to provide sustainable
development in a way that respects the natural environment and to direct growth to locations that
enhance Medway’s environmental characteristics.

KWT note that the Council are focusing on making the best use of brownfield land for development.
Brownfield sites are generally preferred for development over greenfield sites as they are typically
areas of land that have been previously developed and are therefore expected to have lower
biodiversity value compared to greenfield sites. However, the term brownfield also encompasses
quarries, chalk, and gravel pits, which often give rise to valuable mosaic habitats, rich in biodiversity.
The distinction between brownfield sites of low ecological value and wildlife rich brownfield sites that
support areas of Open Mosaic Habitat on Previously Developed Land, which is recognised as Priority
Habitat under Section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (2006) and protected
under the National Planning Policy Framework (2023) should be clearly set out within future policies
of the draft Local Plan.

Therefore, KWT ask the Council to provide more detailed clarification on the term brownfield within
any future policies in the draft Local Plan. There should be a clear distinction between brownfield sites
dominated by hardstanding which offer no/low biodiversity value, compared to brownfield sites which
provide an essential resource for a range of wildlife within the wider landscape. When drafting policies
on this topic it is advised that the Council guarantee that the allocation of brownfield sites is informed
by data on biodiversity value, so that sites of high value aren’t prioritised for development. The Council
should ensure that an adequate assessment of brownfield biodiversity (including full ecological
surveys) is provided as part of any future planning applications. The value of brownfield sites should
also consider the wider ecological networks and the contribution they make to the provision of
ecosystem services. Brownfield sites of high ecological value should be considered for different re-use
options, such as restoring to greenspace, and be protected through planning policy, or where
appropriate, statutory designation.

It is encouraging to see that, in seeking to achieve the above objective, there is an aim to lift the
standards of sustainability and quality in all new development as well as a drive to seek opportunities



for greener construction. KWT wish to refer the Council to the Building with Nature Standards, the
UK’s first green infrastructure benchmark. These standards provide a shared framework of principles
for delivering high quality green infrastructure and an opportunity for the accreditation of
developments through the scheme. The Standards can be adopted by local authorities as a benchmark
for assessing and accrediting the quality of development. Accreditation of a development by Building
with Nature can greatly reduce planning uncertainty, help to engage local communities, and greatly
increase the quality of developments. In addition, Building with Nature is also being used by planning
authorities to develop and test new planning policies. Both strategic planning and development
management teams can benefit from using the Building with Nature Standards and Accreditation
system, and KWT would be happy to work with you in investigating how this can help to support the
delivery of the policies set out through this Plan.

Developing a Spatial Strategy

It is noted that, at this stage, a policies map with the proposed site allocations for the plan period has
not been published. It is also noted that the LAA which contains all the sites currently being considered
by the Council for allocation in the draft Local Plan has been published. As the LAA has been introduced
as part of the draft Local Plan consultation KWT wish to provide high level comments on a selection of
the sites identified.

It is concerning to see that a number of sites identified within the LAA adjoin, and often encroach on,
land which is designated as Special Protection Areas (SPA), Ramsar, Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), Marine Conservation Zones (MCZ), and Local Nature Reserves (LNR). Many of the sites also
encroach on, contain, and / or adjoin priority habitats, ancient woodland, and Local Wildlife Sites
(LWS).

Of particular concern is the amount of land indicated as being potentially suitable for development
around Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI; Tower Hill to Cockham Wood SSSI; Northward Hill SSSI;
High Halstow NNR; Northward Hill RSPB reserve; Medway Estuary and Marshes SSSI, SPA, Ramsar;
Medway Estuary MCZ; and NOR Marsh and Motney Hill RSBP reserve (for example sites HHH1-HHH39,
SR14, SR16, SR18, SR22, SR24, SR41, and RN26).

Taking into account the areas of land identified for potential development there are serious concerns
about the negative impacts that will occur as a result of habitat loss, increased recreational
disturbance, cat predation and detrimental disturbance arising from noise and light pollution. In
respect of sites identified further to the north-east of the Hoo Peninsula there would also be impacts
from the infrastructure works necessary to accommodate large numbers of additional homes or
employment sites (for example sites AS21-AS28).

Where land identified as being potentially suitable for development adjoins sites which are particularly
sensitive to the impacts of development, such as the Chattenden Woods and Lodge Hill SSSI, it is
recommended that policies are included as part of the future draft Local Plan which require a
minimum 400m graded buffer zone. A buffer zone of this size will work towards reducing disturbance
to protected habitats and species from some of development related issues listed above.

The only use of the term “biodiversity” in the consultation document is in connection to issues and
constraints for rural development. Given the development of Local Nature Recovery Strategies and
the government’s commitment to nature’s recovery (30% of land and sea protected by 2030)
protected sites, priority habitats and protected and priority species should be a common theme
throughout the entire spatial strategy. The Council should view these, and biodiversity in general, as
a key opportunity for Medway rather than a constraint.



We hope that the comments made within this letter prove useful in the formation of the Medway
draft Local Plan. We would be more than happy to hold further discussion with you on any of these
issues raised.

Yours sincerely,
I
]
Kent Wildlife Trust
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