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Dear Sir or Madam 

MEDWAY LOCAL PLAN 2022-2040 – REGULATION 18 CONSULTATION 

I am writing on behalf of our client National Grid and these representations are written in the context of their 

substantial landholding at the Isle of Grain. The site is owned by Thamesport Interchange Limited (TIL), which 

is a wholly owned and managed by National Grid.  

These representations follow our previous submissions to the Council at the Issues and Options stage in 

February 2016, May 2017 and March 2018.  

The existing Medway Local Plan (2003) shows that the site is allocated for employment purposes and part of 

the landholding has and extant planning permission for:  

“the development for up to 464,685 sqm of built employment space for (Use Classes B1(c), B2 and B8 – 

including open storage), and up to 245 sqm of floorspace for a business park management centre (Class B1(a) 

and retail unit(s) (Classes A1, A3 and A5), with associated infrastructure, landscaping, car parking and 

access.”  

In addition, the first phase reserved matters for this site (MC/15/1051) was approved in July 2015.  

The site was previously an old oil refinery and this rich industrial heritage has been continued with a number 

of nationally significant energy users on the site. Two examples include Grain LNG, which has the ability to 

provide up to 20% of the UK’s forecast gas demand and the BritNed interconnector, which operates the 

electricity link between the UK and the Netherlands.  

Our representations below are made with the above context in mind and it should be noted that our 

representations only address those issues considered relevant to National Grid and its interests at TIL site on 

the Isle of Grain. 

National Grid has discussed the strategic nature of the site with Medway on an ongoing basis and we look 

forward to continually working closely with officers in order to realise the potential of the site throughout the 

Local Plan process and beyond.  
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It is noted that this is an early-stage consultation to prepare a new Local Plan to set the framework for the 

area’s growth up to 2040 and that the document is published in the first few months of the new Labour and 

Cooperative Group’s administration of the Council.  

The remainder of this letter comments on the document “Setting the Direction for Medway 2040”, using some 

of the headings from the document: 

Context 

National Grid is supportive of the comments which are set out in the context section of the document. Important 

elements of this process are boosting the economy and acknowledging climate change as a global emergency.  

Section 2.8 rightly acknowledges the diverse portfolio of employment land, including the “strategic landholdings 

at Grain and Kingsnorth” and it is interesting to note that the HIF funding for transport and infrastructure 

schemes has been withdrawn. It will be helpful to understand from Medway, what alternatives for securing 

investment in these matters are being explored over the next few years.  

Strategic Objectives  

It is noted that Medway is looking to deliver on the Council’s commitment to addressing the Climate Emergency 

and National Grid would support this objective particularly in its support to the transition to ‘zero carbon’.  

The reference to securing jobs and developing skills for a competitive economy is also supported in particular 

the need to build on strengths and expertise, such as engineering, energy and creative industries to attract 

and develop jobs for the future.  

The reference to regeneration and making best use of brownfield land are also strongly supported.  

Developing a Spatial Strategy  

It is noted that the plan needs to allocate sites for development for a variety of uses including housing and 

employment. It is interesting to note the constraints mentioned in this section and it is noted that Medway are 

looking at options (including urban regeneration sites, suburban expansion, rural development and green belt 

release) for potential housing delivery.  

Whilst housing delivery is clearly important for the area, we would also support the need to provide employment 

sites within the Local Plan and to ensure that this is appropriately accounted for in any future designations.  

In the Rural Development section, we would agree with some of the references made in this part of the 

document. It is vital to acknowledge that the Hoo Peninsula is characterised by wider industries, particularly 

the legacy of the energy sector at Grain and Kingsnorth. We fully support the assertion that Grain can form an 

important part of Medway’s employment land supply and that it does offer unique opportunities for further jobs 

growth such as realising opportunities for green technology as the country moves towards zero-carbon.  

It is also relevant to flag the important role that Grain currently plays in ensuring energy security during the 

transition towards ‘net zero’. Recent world events have placed and increasing strain on energy supply and it 

is important that this security of supply is recognised during the Local Plan period up to 2040.  

At 5.42 it is noted that Grain is referenced as offering potential for new employment sectors and being regional 

hubs in energy and green technology industries, contributing to de-carbonisation of the economy.  

This is extended in the ‘Employment Sites’ section of the document and this section further recognises Grain’s 

strategic importance on the Hoo Peninsula which references opportunities in specialist sectors, such as energy 

and green technology and making use of wharf facilities.  
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National Grid fully supports this reference and we are glad that the Council acknowledges these unique traits 

of this area and would support its inclusion in the Local Plan going forward. National Grid’s facilities, wharves 

and the LNG pipeline already make significant contributions to the national energy network and the Grain site 

can further support, expand and add new facilities to these leading to an energy hub of national and regional 

strategic importance.  

It is also worth noting that there is signficant power generation already in situ at the Grain Peninsula and there 

is expected need for associated carbon capture and storage technology to allow this power generation to be 

sustained into the future to ensure national energy security.   

We would note that there is a currently drafted ‘employment sites’ plan on page 27 of the document and we 

would like to continue to work with the Council to ensure that the correct areas of this plan (including all 

available potential development land) are allocated for appropriate development in the final version of the Local 

Plan.  

Conclusion  

Overall, we are supportive of the approach being taken by the Council in preparing its new Local Plan. It is 

vital that the Council continues to recognise the strategic importance of the TIL site at the Isle of Grain in the 

new document. The potential for employment generating, energy related uses and links to the existing port 

related activities are extremely important to Medway from a strategic perspective and these need to be 

protected and actively promoted in the new Local Plan to ensure that these opportunities are fully exploited.  

I trust you find the above comments to be helpful at this stage. We would be delighted to continue to liaise with 

Medway directly as the new Local Plan evolves, so please do not hesitate to contact me should you wish to 

discuss further.  

In the meantime, I would be grateful if you could continue to keep the National Grid team informed of progress 

on the Local Plan.  

Yours faithfully   

Alister Henderson 

Partner 
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