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3. Purpose of this note 
 
3.1 This note identifies locations which TIG respectfully suggests the Inspector may wish to view during any accompanied or 

unaccompanied site visit. The purpose is to assist the Inspector in understanding the physical context of the appeal site, including active-
travel routes, Ratcliffe Highway, the relationship with Hoo St Werburgh and Chattenden, landscape separation, proposed access 
arrangements, and local highway conditions. TIG recognises that the route and scope of any site visit are matters for the Inspector. TIG’s 

suggested viewpoints are intended to be viewed from public highway, public rights of way, public footpaths, or other publicly accessible 
locations unless otherwise agreed. 

 
 

4. Suggested route / itinerary 

 

Stop Location Purpose 

1 Proposed site access on Ratcliffe Highway View existing footway, carriageway, 

visibility, verge, relationship to settlement 
edge and proposed access. 

2 Ratcliffe Highway between site and Hillcrest 
/ settlement edge 

View pedestrian environment, narrow 
footway, traffic conditions and distance to 

existing continuous footways. 

3 RS102 through the appeal site View openness, landscape character, 

relationship to HOO8, and proposed route 
through development. 

4 Vidgeon Avenue / RS102 alleyway View width, enclosure, lack of passing space 
and suitability as an active-travel route. 

5 View from Chattenden and England Coast 

Path looking east 

Understand perceived separation between 

Hoo St Werburgh and Chattenden. 

6 Boundary with Taylor Wimpey land Understand reliance on future spine-

road/bus-route connection. 

7 Main Road / Peninsula Way and Dux Court 

Road / Bells Lane junctions 

Understand local traffic conditions and 

mitigation context. 

8 Four Elms Hill / Four Elms Roundabout Understand wider strategic traffic constraint 

and peak-hour queuing context. 

 

 

5. Active Travel and Pedestrian Environment 
 
5.1 The Inspector is invited to view the following locations on foot if practicable: 
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5.2 Ratcliffe Highway between the proposed access and the existing settlement edge near Hillcrest. Purpose: to view the existing 

pedestrian environment, footway width, traffic conditions, verge constraints and relationship between the proposed access and the 
existing built-up area. 

 
5.3 RS102 through the appeal site. Purpose: to understand the existing open rural character of the route, the relationship with the 
Chattenden Valley, and the effect of replacing the current open setting with built development. 

 
5.4 Vidgeon Avenue / RS102 alleyway connection. Purpose: to view the constrained width, enclosure by adjoining properties, lack of 

realistic widening opportunity, and suitability of the route as an inclusive active-travel connection for a 240-dwelling development. 
 
 

6. Landscape Separation and HOO8 
 
6.1 The Inspector is invited to view the appeal site and surrounding land from RS102, Ratcliffe Highway, Chattenden, England Coast 
Path and the western edge of Hoo St Werburgh to understand the open character of the land between Hoo St Werburgh and Chattenden. 

TIG’s point is not limited to physical coalescence. The site visit should assist in understanding the perceived openness, rural setting and 
landscape separation protected by Policy HOO8.   

 
6.2 Suggested viewpoints: 
 

 RS102 within the appeal site; 
 

 Ratcliffe Highway looking south/south-west across the site; 
 

 Main Road / Chattenden looking east toward Hoo St Werburgh; 
 

 England Coast Path between Chattenden (access via Searchlight Heights/Elm Avenue) and Hoo St Werburgh (Vicarage Lane); 

 
 western edge of Hoo St Werburgh (on the appeal site) looking west; 

 
 Taylor Wimpey site boundary / intended spine-road connection. 
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7. Local Vehicular Traffic Hotspots 
 
7.1 TIG respectfully suggests that, if the Inspector wishes to understand local peak-hour highway conditions, the relevant locations 

should ideally be viewed on a normal weekday morning during school term time, between approximately 7am and 10am. TIG recognises 
that the timing of any site visit is a matter for the Inspector. The Inspector may not see the conditions shown in the photographs and 
annotations unless the visit takes place during the weekday morning peak. Distances and annotations are indicative only and are provided 

to assist orientation. They are not a substitute for surveyed measurements. 
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7.2 Dux Court Road/Bells Lane Roundabout and Bells Lane/Ratcliffe Highway crossroads. 
 
Yellow Lines:  Queues observed by TIG on weekday mornings outside school holidays, typically between 7am and 10am. 

 
Source:  Google Maps. 

Towards 

Appeal Site 

Large volume of traffic heads along Peninsula 

Way from rural villages and Grain/Kingsnorth 
Employment areas (logistics/lorries etc.) 

towards Four Elms Hill. 

Traffic from Bells 

Lane/Hoo struggles to 
negotiate large 
volume of traffic 

heading along 

Peninsula Way. 

Traffic from recent 

development on 
Ratcliffe Highway 

struggles to negotiate 

traffic on Bells Lane.   

Approx. 100m of 
queue on Ratcliffe 

Highway 

Approx. 150m 
of queue on 
Bells Lane 



Page 7 
 

7.3 Main Road/Peninsula Way Roundabout and Main Road/Ratcliffe Highway Junction. 
 
Yellow Lines:  Queues observed by TIG on weekday mornings outside school holidays, typically between 7am and 10am. 

 
Source:  Google Maps. 

Towards 

Appeal Site 

Approx. 100m of 
queue on Ratcliffe 

Highway 

Approx. 250m of 
queue on Main 

Road 

Traffic from Main 
Road/Hoo struggles to 

negotiate large 

volume of traffic 
heading along 

Peninsula Way. 

Traffic from recent 
development on 

Ratcliffe Highway 
struggles to negotiate 

traffic on Main Road.   

Towards 

Four Elms 
Hill 

Towards 
Hoo St 

Werburgh 

Chattenden 
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7.4 Four Elms Hill and Four Elms Roundabout. 
 
Yellow Lines:  Queues observed by TIG on weekday mornings outside school holidays, typically between 7am and 10am. 

 
Source:  Google Maps. 

 

Queuing continues 

on Hasted Road 

for approx. 1km 

Four Elms Hill 
queuing for 

approx. 500m 

Towards 

Appeal Site 

Towards 

London 

Traffic from London heads 
towards the Medway Towns  

along Wulfere Way 

Traffic from Hoo Peninsula 
struggles to negotiate large 

volume of traffic from Hasted 
Road.  Majority of Hoo 

Peninsula traffic heads 
towards London. 

Wainscott 
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7.5 Examples of morning Peninsula Way and Four Elms Hill traffic congestion - Photo 1 (24 March 2026) 
 
Photo taken approx. 375m away from the Main Road/Peninsula Way Roundabout and approx. 1.83km away from Four Elms Roundabout.   

 
Source:  Local Resident's Photo. 

Towards 

 Four Elms Hill 
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7.6 Examples of morning Peninsula Way and Four Elms Hill traffic congestion - Photo 2 (24 March 2026) 
 
Photo taken approx. 800m away from Four Elms Roundabout. 

 
Source:  Local Resident's Photo. 

Towards 
 Four Elms 

Roundabout 
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7.7 Examples of morning Peninsula Way and Four Elms Hill traffic congestion - Photo 3 (24 March 2026) 
 
Photo taken approx. 500m away from Four Elms Roundabout. 

 
Source:  Local Resident's Photo. 

Towards 

 Four Elms 

Roundabout 
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7.8 Examples of morning Peninsula Way and Four Elms Hill traffic congestion - Photo 4 (24 March 2026) 
 
Photo taken approx. 350m away from Four Elms Roundabout. 

 
Source:  Local Resident's Photo. 

Towards 
 Four Elms 

Roundabout 
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7.9 Examples of morning Peninsula Way and Four Elms Hill traffic congestion - Drone Photo (7 Sept 2023) 
 
Drone Photo showing Peninsula Way, Main Road/Peninsula Way Roundabout and vehicular traffic heading towards Four Elms Hill. 

 
Source:  Local Resident's Drone Photo. 

Taylor Wimpey 
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Taylor Wimpey 

Appeal Site 

Chattenden 
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