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1.0 Summary
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1.2

1.3

The parish council recognises the need for an up-to-date Local Plan and the previous
attempts to adopt a new plan to replace the existing 2003 Local Plan. Across the plan
area, the lack of a plan, the need to define a 5-year land supply for housing and a
suitable build-out rate has led to a developer-led expansion of housing, without all the
required infrastructure development before, during or after the housing provision.
Necessary road improvements to cater for this growth have been slow to respond. All
this at a time when there has been more pressure on medical service provision with a
move away from face-to-face appointments to online and phone contact that is not
suitable for many residents has not demonstrated the capacity to cope with current
demand, let alone any increase in population.

We recognise that a Local Plan can deliver potential site for the required infrastructure,
but the current economic environment and lack of local, regional, and nation funding has
meant difficulties in providing this. Although new building and extensions can be
provided, the need for suitable trained and qualified staffing is also a serious concern
and it is noted that this is a national problem (e.g., Doctors require 6 years training, and
the existing pipeline will struggle to cope with Doctor’s retirement projection, let alone
the population growth and schools will require a mix of qualified and new staff).

Previous Medway Local Plans have led to a step change in infrastructure provision with a
major investment in road infrastructure, but even this now has serious problems with
congestion and air quality. Since previous plans the cost of new infrastructure has
ballooned and above the economic scale of local developers and with the priority given
to house building, permission is often granted without the required infrastructure. There
needs to be an urgent need into Land Value Capture (a method of capturing some of the
increase in land values that development brings for larger developments and its
suitability for individual or combination of developments across Medway or in specific
areas. To provide key infrastructure improvements (perhaps at a smaller scale as well) in
the absence of any Community Infrastructure Levy Scheme.

Traffic volume on the a228, between the M20 and M2 has led to a serious deterioration
in the road structure and utility services has led to frequent lane restrictions and single
carriageway working for extended periods. This is a core artery for local residents and
public transport in the area.

1.4 The strategic gap between Medway and Tonbridge & Malling has been severely eroded

with retail and industrial developments in Snodland, just across the boundary.



1.5 The Medway Towns has one of the largest populations in the South East, outside
London, but is still expected to take its share of the regional growth — however this is on
top of the existing provision!

2.0 Land Availability
2.1 Existing Pipeline

Following major developments in Halling since the previous 2003 Local Plan (St Andrews)
and across the river (connected by a new bridge) on top of the previous Halling Riverside
developments and elsewhere (Tonbridge & Malling) there has been considerable
pressure on local community infrastructure.

2.2 Call for Sites
A number of sites have been suggested for the Halling Parish Area: -

CHR2 Land at Pilgrims Road Halling, land within or bordering on the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONB)

CHR4 Land forming part of Medway/Holborough Cement Works — a major development
of ¢.1100 homes (built out over 10 years) and bordering Snodland/T&M proposals. This
is likely to fall within the AONB or bordering it. If this is defined in the Draft and final
Local Plan, there will need to be extensive involvement in the detail with the Local
Community.

CHR7 The North Field Woodlands, Pilgrims Road 100 -193 Dwellings. On GREEN BELT
land adjacent to the St Andrews development.

There will need to be more discussion about the impact of these proposals on the local
road and community infrastructure and commitments identified before developments
are approved. There are exiting parish facilities that will require upgrading and significant
development contributions will be necessary to improve these for an enlarged
community.

Maintenance and improvement of the local Public Rights of Way network, the river side
and the AONB will be required.

A request from Gravesham Council for consideration to a request for 2,000 of their
homes to be considered in the Medway Local Plan 2040 needs to be rejected due to local
pressures.

Their needs to be a focus on local needs housing and the introduction of Community-Led
Housing projects to provide for local residents.

3.0 Pressure on Road Network outside of the Parish Area

3.1 The main pressure will come from developments in Tonbridge & Malling on both sides of
the river and, if approved, the Lower Thames Crossing. Medway Council will need to keep a
close eye on these developments and ensure involvement to put the case for local
improvements to mitigate pressures.



	E.64_Halling Parish Council

