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MC/23/2857 Land at The Former Sturdee Club and Land at Stoke Road, Hoo.

Construction of 134no. residential dwellings (including affordable and over 55's homes), children's
nursery (Class E(f)), cafe/community hub (Class E(b)/F2(b)) and commercial/retail floorspace (E(g)/E(a),
new public open spaces, sustainable urban drainage systems, landscaping and biodiversity areas and play
areas. Access to be from 4no. new locations from Stoke Road. Provision of roads, parking spaces and
earthworks - Demolition of the Sturdee Club and associated structures.

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing to express the strong objections, on behalf of the Hoo St Werburgh and Chattenden Parish
Council, to the proposal for land at the former Sturdee Club and land at Stoke Road, Hoo.

Below, we outline several compelling reasons why this development should not proceed as proposed.

Lack of Updated Local Plan:

It is concerning that the proposed development is based on an outdated Local Plan from 2003. With a
replacement plan currently in preparation, it is premature to proceed with new developments. Waiting
for the updated plan would ensure a more coherent and sustainable approach to development,
preventing haphazard and unsupportable spread of buildings.

Infrastructure and Amenities:

The location of the proposed development, at the edge of the village and beyond reasonable walking
distance to amenities and shops, will force residents to rely heavily on cars for transportation. This will
exacerbate existing congestion issues on already overburdened roads and worsen the problem of limited
village centre parking. Furthermore, the lack of adequate public transport options will only add to
congestion issues.

Insufficient Infrastructure:
The village currently lacks the necessary infrastructure to support the proposed increase in population.
Schools, doctors, and dentists already operate at full capacity with no vacancies for new arrivals. Without




significant upgrades to infrastructure, the proposed development would strain essential services beyond
their limits.

Recreation Facilities for Youth:

Youth in the area are inadequately served when it comes to recreation facilities. There is a severe lack of
space to improve existing facilities or create new ones. The proposed development fails to address this
crucial need for the community's younger residents.

Employment Opportunities:

With limited local industry, new residents would be compelled to seek employment opportunities further
afield. Poor public transport options, including inadequate bus services and no train connections, would
result in increased traffic congestion on already overloaded roads.

Environmental Impact:

The proposed development poses a threat to the environment and local wildlife, contributing to the
destruction of Hoo Village's traditional way of life. The additional pressure on the environment would be
detrimental to the area's delicate ecosystem.

In conclusion, the proposal for the former Sturdee Club and land at Stoke Road, Hoo is not in the best
interest of the residents of Hoo and Chattenden. It disregards crucial factors such as updated planning
regulations, existing infrastructure limitations, and environmental concerns. Therefore, we urge the
Medway Council to reject this planning application.

Yours sincerely

Parish Clerk
Hoo St Werburgh and Chattenden Parish Council.



