
Date: 20th February 2025 
 
Medway Council 
Gun Wharf, Dock Road 
Chatham 
Kent 
ME4 4TR 
By email only: planning.representations@medway.gov.uk  
 

RE: Save Hoo’s Oak Trees (TPA/24/0427 and TPA/24/0717)  

Kent Wildlife Trust (KWT) have reviewed the Arboricultural reports for both TPA/24/0427 and 

TPA/24/0717 regarding the proposed felling of eight mature oak trees located to the rear of houses 

along Aveling Close and Knights Road. While we acknowledge the findings of the report, we strongly 

recommend that alternative solutions be fully explored before resorting to the removal of these trees, 

which are protected under Tree Preservation Order (TPO) M230-2015. 

PROTECTION OF TREES UNDER NATONAL AND LOCAL POLICIES 
Section 12 paragraph 136 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF, 2024) emphasises the 
importance of trees in urban environments and their role in mitigation climate change and improving 
biodiversity. The removal of trees should only be considered when absolutely necessary. Section 15 
paragraph 187 of the NPPF highlights the need to conserve and enhance the natural environment, 
including trees that provide significant ecological and aesthetic value. Likewise, TPOs are legally 
enforceable protections placed on trees that have significant amenity value. Under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990 and the Town and Country Planning (Tree Preservation) (England) 
Regulations 2012, it is illegal to fell, prune, or otherwise damage a tree subject to a TPO without 
explicit permission from the Local Planning Authority. Trees and trees with TPOs are also protected 
under Medway’s Local Plan under policy BNE41 – Tree Preservation Orders and emerging Local Plan 
where any loss must be mitigated.  
 
Given the significant ecological, aesthetic and environmental value of the oak trees, felling should be 
considered as a last resort. Alternative solutions should be prioritised such as:  

• Installing root barriers to prevent further soil moisture loss 

• Underpinning or strengthening the foundations of the affected properties 

• Implementing controlled irrigation systems to stabilise soil moisture levels 

• Selective pruning and crown reduction to reduce water uptake while preserving the trees 

• Root pruning where feasible to limit root expansion into the affected areas 

• Long-term monitoring of soil moisture and structural movement  

• Additional surveys to conclusively determine that the trees are the primary cause of 
subsidence, rather than other factors such as drainage issues 

 
REQUIREMENT FOR BAT SURVEYS 
If the trees are to be removed, a Preliminary Roost Assessment (PRA) must be undertaken by a suitably 
licensed ecologist to determine their potential to support bat roosts. If any of the trees are identified 
as having features suitable for roosting bats, further bat surveys will be required before their removal. 
 
Bats and their roosts are fully protected under UK law through the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
(as amended) and the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). If a bat 
roost is identified, a mitigation licence from Natural England will be required before any works can 
proceed. Disturbance, injury, or destruction of a bat roost without appropriate licensing is a criminal 
offence and can result in unlimited fines or legal penalties. 
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Given the national and local policies protection trees, the high value of these mature oaks to the local 
environment, and the potential for alternative solutions, KWT urge Medway Council to require a 
thorough exploration of all other options before granting permission for felling. If removal is deemed 
absolutely necessary, appropriate compensation in the form of replanting and mitigation measures 
must be enforced and all necessary bat assessments and licenses (if required) must be obtained in 
accordance with UK legislation. 
 

We hope that our comments and recommendations are useful. If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

Your sincerely, 

Emma Waller 
Planning and Policy Officer 
Kent Wildlife Trust 
emma.waller@kentwildlife.org.uk  
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